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turies those Moors who had it in them to conquer
the world, whose ambition was as all-devouring
as their faith was profound, have degenerated
into curious sensualists, whose art consists in a
clever contrast of color and delicacy of form set
off by a profusion of jewel-like ornaments. No,
they do not believe in the creed of their fore-
fathers; its simplicity seems to them poverty-
stricken, and the self-restraint and self-sacrifice it
inculcates seems to them hateful. Yet, after all,
their worldy wisdom turns out to be folly: for
soon they lose what their forefathers had won;
their empire vanishes, and their places are turned
into showrooms. For,

"God alone ia Conqueror."

and the consequences of our actions overtake us.
We have just compared the vastness, grandeur
and severe simplicity of this "Temple of Purifica-
tion11 (Zeca, it was called by the Moors) with the
small and exquisitely proportioned Alhambra,
whose characteristic is luxurious delicacy. The
mosque at Cordova was designed by Abder-
Rahman, the Khalif himself, and history tells us
that this leader of the people toiled at its building
day by day with his own hands; but the Alham-
bra was designed by an architect, and built by

[139]